False Teachers – the Warnings
Introduction
Some may question why it is that I write articles, from time to time, condemning false
teachers, critiquing false doctrines and highlighting who are wolves in the church. There
are many who think that this is unhelpful and that we should all try to get along equitably
– don’t rock the boat.
It is my contention that this approach is not only wrong, it is seriously wrong.
For a start, all pastors and teachers are commanded to expose error and warn the sheep
about wolves teaching lies. If they are not warned, and lack theological expertise, how can
they avoid falling into errors spouted by deceptively nice people? This is a charge from God
to pastors – feed the sheep but also protect them from wolves. If you do one and not the
other they will suffer.
But, furthermore, we are told that errors will come; that deceitful teachers will come, that
false apostles and prophets will come to lead people away from the truth. Indeed, as time
goes on, deception will worsen until it is widespread on the earth; and then comes the final
judgment. In the period before the end, heresies and deception in the church will increase
dramatically. There was never a greater need to expose error than today.
Therefore, it behoves us to examine what the NT actually says about false teachers; and we
see that it says a great deal. There are literally warnings about deception from cover to
cover. If we dug up every verse that even obliquely mentioned deception, we would find
that a large part of the NT letters is given over to warnings about it.
In what follows, I give the major warnings about deception that are issued by every apostle
(only the elder James does not give a specific warning). We can see that Jesus and his
apostles were far more intense about deception than I am.

Jesus
Matthew
Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous
wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from
thistles? Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree
cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is
cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore by their fruits you will know them. Matt 7:15-20
For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. Matt 24:5
Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. Matt 24:11
For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if
possible, even the elect. See, I have told you beforehand. Matt 24:24-25
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Mark
And Jesus, answering them, began to say: ‘Take heed that no one deceives you. For many will
come in My name, saying, “I am He,” and will deceive many.’ Mk 13:5-6
For false christs and false prophets will rise and show signs and wonders to deceive, if possible,
even the elect. But take heed; see, I have told you all things beforehand. Mk 13:22-23

Luke
And He said: ‘Take heed that you not be deceived. For many will come in My name, saying, “I am
He,” and, “The time has drawn near.” Therefore do not go after them.’ Lk 21:8

Acts
Now when they had gone through the island to Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false
prophet, a Jew whose name was Bar-Jesus. Acts 13:6
And certain men came down from Judaea and taught the brethren, ‘Unless you are circumcised
according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.’ Acts 15:1

The apostles and elders of Jerusalem
Since we have heard that some who went out from us have troubled you with words, unsettling
your souls, saying, ’You must be circumcised and keep the law’ -- to whom we gave no such
commandment. Acts 15:24

Paul
From among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples
after themselves. Acts 20:30

Paul
To Romans
Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offences, contrary to the doctrine
which you learned, and avoid them. For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but
their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple. Rm
16:17-18

To Corinthians
But what I do, I will also continue to do, that I may cut off the opportunity from those who desire
an opportunity to be regarded just as we are in the things of which they boast. For such are false
apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. And no wonder! For
Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his
ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according
to their works. 2 Cor 11:12-15
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In perils among false brethren. 2 Cor 11:26

To Galatians
I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a
different gospel, which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the
gospel of Christ. But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than
what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again, if
anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed. Gal
1:6-9
And this occurred because of false brethren secretly brought in (who came in by stealth to spy out
our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage), to whom we did
not yield submission even for an hour, that the truth of the gospel might continue with you. Gal
2:4-5
As many as desire to make a good showing in the flesh, these would compel you to be
circumcised, only that they may not suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. For not even those
who are circumcised keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in
your flesh. Gal 6:12-13

To Ephesians
We should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine,
by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting. Eph 4:14
Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes
upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with them. For you were once
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light. Eph 5:6-8

To Philippians
Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from good will: The former
preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my chains; but
the latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defence of the gospel. Phil 1:15-17
Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the mutilation! Phil 3:2

To Colossians
This I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. Col 2:4
Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of
men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. Col 2:8
Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels,
intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind. Col 2:18

To Thessalonians
We ask you, not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if
from us, as though the day of Christ had come. Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day
will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of
perdition. 2 Thess 2:1-3
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The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and
lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not
receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this reason God will send them
strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all may be condemned who did not
believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 2 Thess 2:9-12
And if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, note that person and do not keep company
with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet do not count him as an enemy, but admonish him as a
brother. 2 Thess 3:14-15

To Timothy
As I urged you when I went into Macedonia -- remain in Ephesus that you may charge some that
they teach no other doctrine, nor give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which cause
disputes rather than godly edification which is in faith. Now the purpose of the commandment is
love from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from sincere faith, from which some, having
strayed, have turned aside to idle talk, desiring to be teachers of the law, understanding neither
what they say nor the things which they affirm. 1 Tim 1:3-7
Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to
deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience
seared with a hot iron, forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God
created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. 1 Tim 4:1-3
If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome words, even the words of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with godliness, he is proud, knowing nothing,
but is obsessed with disputes and arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling,
evil suspicions, useless wranglings of men of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who
suppose that godliness is a means of gain. From such withdraw yourself. 1 Tim 6:3-5
And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort, who have
strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and they overthrow the
faith of some. 2 Tim 2:17-18
But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves,
lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors,
headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but
denying its power. And from such people turn away! For of this sort are those who creep into
households and make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by various
lusts, always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. Now as Jannes and
Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, disapproved
concerning the faith; but they will progress no further, for their folly will be manifest to all, as
theirs also was. 2 Tim 3:1-9
For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own
desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will
turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 2 Tim 4:3-4
Note that to Timothy, Paul speaks more fully and in sharper terms about deception; even
naming names. This is because his letter was written much later than earlier letters,
towards the end of his life (1 Tim. c.62-66 AD, 2 Tim. c.66-67; he probably died in 67-68
AD), and the problem with false teachers was getting worse.
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To Titus
For there are many insubordinate, both idle talkers and deceivers, especially those of the
circumcision, whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole households, teaching things
which they ought not, for the sake of dishonest gain. One of them, a prophet of their own, said,
‘Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.’ This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them
sharply, that they may be sound in the faith, not giving heed to Jewish fables and commandments
of men who turn from the truth. To the pure all things are pure, but to those who are defiled and
unbelieving nothing is pure; but even their mind and conscience are defiled. They profess to know
God, but in works they deny Him, being abominable, disobedient, and disqualified for every good
work. Titus 1:10-16

Peter
But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among
you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and
bring on themselves swift destruction. And many will follow their destructive ways, because of
whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive
words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber. 2
Pt 2:1-3

John
Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now
many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour. They went out from us, but
they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went
out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. 1 Jn 2:18-19
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many
false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not confess
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which
you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world. 1 Jn 4:1-3
For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the
flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we
worked for, but that we may receive a full reward. Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the
doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father
and the Son. If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your
house nor greet him; for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds. 2 Jn 1:7-11

Jude
For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation,
ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our
Lord Jesus Christ. Jude 1:4
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Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of dignitaries. Yet
Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses,
dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, but said, "The Lord rebuke you!" But these
speak evil of whatever they do not know; and whatever they know naturally, like brute beasts, in
these things they corrupt themselves. Woe to them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, have
run greedily in the error of Balaam for profit, and perished in the rebellion of Korah. These are
spots in your love feasts, while they feast with you without fear, serving only themselves. They are
clouds without water, carried about by the winds; late autumn trees without fruit, twice dead,
pulled up by the roots; raging waves of the sea, foaming up their own shame; wandering stars for
whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever. Jude 1:8-13

Revelation
I know your works, your labour, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And
you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars. Rev 2:2
I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); and I know the blasphemy of those
who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. Rev 2:9
Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls
herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat
things sacrificed to idols. And I gave her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and she did not
repent. Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into great
tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. I will kill her children with death, and all the
churches shall know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one
of you according to your works. Rev 2:20
Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and he had two horns like a lamb and spoke
like a dragon. And he exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence, and causes the
earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. He
performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight
of men. And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those signs which he was granted to do
in the sight of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who
was wounded by the sword and lived. He was granted power to give breath to the image of the
beast, that the image of the beast should both speak and cause as many as would not worship
the image of the beast to be killed. Rev 13:11-15
Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by
which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image.
These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. Rev 19:20
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